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a forger, in a word, a knight of industry, of the
most despicable order, and concerning whom all
foreigners ask, "Is it possible such a man can
be an officer in the French service ?" I am no
longer astonished that the Prince of Hesse should
be coldly received by the King. To come
expressly to lay the train to the mine of cor-
ruption ; and to depend upon it as a certainty
that the combustibles should catch fire, from a
knowledge of the errors of the Sovereign; to found
hopes of success on the ill opinion we have of
him, and in a manner to proclaim this know-
ledge, by a rapid journey from Paris to Berlin,
destitute of all other pretext; since the Prince of
Hesse and his minion have stayed only five days,
and are already gone back to Paris; this is at
once to display foolish cunning and contemptible
conduct. I imagine it is of importance that we
should tell the King aloud, and with the strongly
marked, ironical tone of disdain, which shall make
him feel, without debasing ourselves to speak more
openly, that this manoeuvre was totally unknown
to our Cabinet; for I am persuaded, from some

half-phrases which I have heard those who wish us
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